Presque Isle Comprehensive Outdoor Recreation Plan 2019-23

Pipke Park is very picturesque.
1

Table of Contents
Page
History, demographics, and description of the planning region
Existing outdoor recreation resources/events/activities
Outdoor recreation possible projects
Parks Inventory
• Pipke Park
• Sensenbrenner Park
• Community Center Park
• Shanty Boy Hill cemetery
• Last Wilderness Park
Boat Landings Inventory
• Presque Isle Lake off Bay View Road
• Presque Isle Lake off highway P
• Little Horsehead Lake
• Crab Lake
• Cathaline Lake
• Stateline Lake
• Crawford Lake
• Annabelle Lake
• Lynx Lake

7-9
10-11
12-16
17
18
19
20
21
22
22
22
22
22
22

DNR Owned Boat Landings
Snowmobile Trails
Bike Trails
Canoe Trails
Hiking, Cross Country Skiing, Snowshoe Trails
• Van Vliet Hemlocks
• Catherine Wolter Wilderness Area
• Pipke Park Wilderness Trails
• Community Center Trails
Community Support
• Resolution of support from Town Board
• Resolution of support from Economic Development Committee
• Letter of support from Chamber of Commerce

Parks and Recreation Committee
Bob Barofsky
Alan Drum
Otto Novak
Barb Peck
Pete Cober
Cathy Logan Weber-Board Liaison

3-4
4-5
5-6

23
23
23
24
25-26
26
8
14
27
28
29

Presque Isle Town Board
Marshall Reckard
Carl Wolter
Cathy Logan Weber

2

History and Demographics
Development came to Presque Isle in the early 1900’s with the advent of the logging
era. In 1905 J.J. Foster built the Vilas County Lumber Company. The community that
grew up around it was called Fosterville.
William S. Winegar bought the mill in 1910 and the town was re-named Winegar. The
lumber baron era came to an end in 1933 when the mill closed. At its peak, Presque Isle
had almost 2000 residents. The town remained known as Winegar until 1955 at which
point it was re-named Presque Isle.
Today Presque Isle is:
•
•

An area where people have 2nd homes. There are 2158 housing units, 1628 are only
occupied seasonally.
A retirement community. The median age of year-round residents is 61. 41% of the
population is over 65.

The population growth rate from 2010-2018 was -0.3. Total population as of 7/1/18 was
906.
The land area is 92.48 square miles. 21.83 square miles is water area. Thus, the name
Presque Isle which means “almost an island.”
*The above figures are for 2018 and are for zip code 54557. This zip code also
includes the town of Winchester but Presque Isle is the majority of the area.
Information is from the Wisconsin Gazetteer, Wisconsin Home Town locator, and
the Census.

Description of the Planning Region
Most public land in the town is not owned by the town, or if it is, it was generally not
purchased or developed by the town.
•
•
•
•
•

•
•

Most major public boat launches are owned by the state DNR.
The Last Wilderness Park was built by the county and then acquired by the town.
The pier at the park was donated by Team Retreat.
The Catherine Wolter Wildlife area is owned by a group called the Nature
Conservancy. The land for it came from the Wolter family.
The Wilderness Veteran’s Memorial was built with local donations, not by public
money.
The Pipke Park project was developed with town, state, and federal money that was
administered by the DNR. A great deal of local resources also went into the park’s
development in the form of in-kind labor, equipment, and volunteer hours.
The warming pavilion at Pipke Park was funded with a state grant.
The Van Vliet Hemlocks are part of the Northern Highland American Legion State
Forest and are part of the State Natural Area.
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As we consider what projects to pursue, we need to take into consideration the needs of
both the year-round people and the seasonal people. For example, there is no free
public swimming area in the town. That is a significant issue for people who don’t live on
a lake.
Many seasonal people are very interested in bike trails and activities such as kayaking.
Those are also of interest to many year-round residents.
There are a relatively small number of kids under age 15 but we do want to evaluate
centralizing and improving a kid’s park and perhaps moving equipment from other
current playground areas to it.

Outdoor Recreation Existing Resources
In 2018 Vilas County did a survey that received 661 responses. The most frequent
outdoor recreational activities respondents participated in are shown below along with a
listing of the existing resources Presque Isle has in that group:

Activity

% of
Existing resources/events/activities
responses

Boating
Walking/hiking

73
72

Fishing

64

Events/Festivals/Fairs

61

Canoeing/kayaking

57

Swimming
Bicycling

54
49

•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

15 public boat landings and over 100 lakes
Pipke Park trails around 2 ponds
Pipke Park wilderness trails
Catherine Wolter Wilderness Area
Van Vliet Hemlocks
Community Center trails
Geocaches
2 Public fishing piers at Pipke Park (Team
Retreat and American Legion)
Little Horsehead landing
Mud Lake pier
Lion’s Club fishing tournaments for kids
Spring walleye tournament
Fall Muskie tournament
PI Days
July 4th celebration
Firemen’s parade and picnic
Christmas celebration
Fish and lures rally
7 established canoe/kayak trails
Kayak/canoe clubs
Currently no free public swimming area
Currently very minimal trails and not close
to the quality of what Boulder Junction and
Manitowish Waters have
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ATV/UTV/OHM riding
Driving for pleasure
Gardening

46
46
37

•
•
•
•
•

Non-existent
Very scenic roads
Community garden
Flower gardens at the community center
Beautification committee

2019-2023 Outdoor Recreational Possible Projects
Below is a list of projects we are considering related to each of the survey groupings:
Boating
• Purchase land adjacent to the current Crab Lake landing for a picnic area and
additional parking.
• Re-pave and stripe the Little Horsehead Landing
• Start a public watercraft program at Pipke Park
Fishing
• Add more public fishing piers at Pipke Park.
• Stock the south pond at Pipke with panfish as part of obtaining a community fishing
pond designation (this is an EDC project being done in cooperation with the DNR).
• Evaluate what can be done to enhance the fish habitat in the ponds at Pipke Park.
Events/Festivals/Fairs
• Repair or replace the pavilion used for picnics at the Community Park.
• Add electrical outlets to Sensenbrenner Park’s pavilion.
• Add epoxy paint to Pipke’s warming pavilion floor.
• Replace the apron for the Pipke warming pavilion.
Canoeing/kayaking
• Develop a kayaking trail that would go through 5 lakes and end at Sensenbrenner
Park.
Swimming
• Add a picnic and swimming area on highway P near the existing boat landing.
Bicycling
• Pursue the Wilderness Pedalers’ proposal.

Other Projects
Pipke Park
• Add a kid’s playground area to Pipke Park and evaluate consolidating all playground
equipment there.
• Develop a kiosk with historical photos from when the park operated as a saw mill.
• Add a wildlife viewing platform.
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•
•
•
•

Evaluate adding a pedestrian bridge that is separate from the snowmobile bridge.
Add nature signage to the wilderness trails.
Improve the walking area around the north pond where it floods.
Add guard rails on the sides of the entrance road where it goes over the culverts.

Wilderness Park
• Add protection for the shoreline restoration area to protect the area from
snowmobiles. Add a railing to the steps in this area.
Community Center
• Add nature signage to the Community Center Trails.
Other areas to be considered
• Develop a list of standard information to be shown on all boat landing kiosks
including emergency info (e,g. fire number).
• Add new signage at all public parks and landings. This is part of an overall effort to
upgrade signage throughout the town.
• Determine whether all public parks and landings are ADA compliant and what work
is needed for any that are not.
• Evaluate what wildlife/shoreland restoration plantings are needed at Pipke Park.
• Evaluate what should be done with the easement to Cathaline Lake.
• Evaluate what should be done with the canoe drop for the Community Park at
Stateline Lake.
• Evaluate what should be done with the dirt unimproved landing at Crawford Lake.
• Evaluate what should be done with the Annabelle Lake landing.
• Evaluate what should be done with the Lynx Lake Landing.
• Develop an 18-hole golf course.
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Outdoor Recreational Facilities Inventory
Pipke Park-84 acres established in 2012 with funding from the town of
Presque Isle, a DNR Stewardship Grant, federal funds, and in-kind
donations of labor and equipment.

Located on county highway W, Pipke Park shares its campus with American Legion
Post 480 and the recently dedicated Wilderness Veterans Memorial. This park is the
crown jewel of Presque Isle and will be a main focus during the next few years. It is one
of the main focuses of the Downtown Master Plan being developed by Ayers and
Associates. Among activities on the campus:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Public fishing piers (Team Retreat and American Legion)
A ¾ mile walking/running/bike trail of compressed gravel around the south pond,
plus a similar length grass trail around the north pond.
Wilderness trails
Snowmobiling
Picnic area
Ice skating
Sledding
Geocaching
Snowshoeing and winter walking trails
Birding
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The park includes a pavilion that is open year-round and is heated during the winter. Itd
has ADA compliant public restrooms. The pavilion has overhead doors so it can be
opened for ventilation during warm months and has space for 8 picnic tables for
community gatherings.

Exercise equipment is located around the periphery of the south pond walking trail.
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2 ½ miles of wilderness trails have been added in the last few years.

Improvements Currently Being Made with a $4000 Lion’s Club Donation
•
•
•

Addition of steps and railing from the warming pavilion to the ice-skating area.
Lighting for the ice skating and sledding areas.
A large sink, additional electrical outlets, and upgraded electrical service for the
warming pavilion.

Public Watercraft area
In the spring of 2019 a public watercraft program will be started. There will be 2 paddle
boats and a canoe for use on the south pond. Life jackets will be stored in the warming
pavilion. Signage explaining the program is on order.
Current work released to Presque Isle Town Board for action
•
•
•
•

Add a sign on the warming center that there are public restrooms.
There is a gap in the warming center doors that needs to be fixed.
The gravel trail around the south pond has lost about 6-8’ of its original width in
several areas to grass and weeds. This will be addressed in the spring of 2019.
The wilderness trails need the brush and overhead limbs trimmed back.
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Sensenbrenner Park (established in 1988, 1 acre on Little Horsehead
Lake)
When people come to Presque Isle, Sensenbrenner Park is the first public recreational
facility they see. The park is located in the center of downtown and is very scenic with a
small dam, a public fishing pier, and a small gathering pavilion with a grill.
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Current work released to Presque Isle Town Board for action
•
•

The pavilion needs to have the roof cleaned or replaced and be re-stained.
There is a cement and wood bench that is in terrible shape that needs to be
disposed of.
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Presque Isle Community Park (53 acres, established in 2001 with funding
from a DNR grant)
This is the main location for community events such as Presque Isle Days. It is located
on the same campus as the town offices, library, community center, and volunteer fire
department

.
There is a nice garden at the entrance to the facility that is well maintained by
Beautification Committee volunteers.
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There is a community garden area that has a waiting list for new participants.

There is a covered pavilion for large group picnics and community events.
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There is a nature trail for hiking and cross-country skiing.

There are lighted horseshoe pits.

14

Gary Wallace Field is located at the Presque Isle Community Center Park. There are 2
baseball diamonds, one of which is lighted for night games.

There is a scoreboard.
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There is a concession stand with picnic tables, grills, and bathrooms.

Other activities on the campus include:
• Playground equipment with safety materials.
• 2 basketball hoops.
Current work released to Presque Isle Town Board for action
•
•
•

The nature trails have several areas with severe washout that need to be filled. The
trails are also badly overgrown and need to be scheduled for regular mowing.
The horseshoe pits need to be dug out and fresh sand added
The vault toilets at the fire barn have several issues including ventilation, replacing
the roof, screens on the west side need repair/replacement, and exterior painting.
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Shanty Boy Hill Cemetery
This historical cemetery is part of the area’s logging heritage. It is located on the same
campus as the Presque Isle Community Center

Current work released to Presque Isle Town Board for action
•

The main trail leading to the cemetery is severely overgrown and needs the brush
trimmed back. The trail from the community center also needs trimming.
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Wilderness Park-10 acres located on Presque Isle Lake off Bay View Road.
Wilderness Park is a picnic area with grills located adjacent to the main boat landing on
highway W.
Four shoreland erosion sites are located in the park and were restored cooperatively
with the County Land & Water Department in 2011.

Current work released to Presque Isle Town Board for action
•

Some of the grills need trees overhanging them trimmed up.
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Boat Landings (town owned)
The Town owns and maintains the following public access points to water bodies:

Presque Isle Lake Landing is located off Bayview Road and is part of
Wilderness Park. (1280 acres, depth 113’)
This landing and dock are both in excellent shape. There is parking for 8 vehicles with
trailers.
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Highway P Presque Isle Lake Landing (1280 acres, depth 113’)
Other than the lack of parking, this is a very nice landing,
The need for a public swimming area has been discussed repeatedly and this area
would be ideal if a parcel was purchased for parking and a picnic area. There is already
a sandy bottom and it is shallow so no work to convert the area for swimming would be
needed. It is already a popular swimming area.
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Little Horsehead Landing (52 acres, depth 19’)
Little Horsehead is the most visible landing as you come into town and it is in very poor
condition. The town owns the pier, the county owns much of the land because a good
portion of the landing is in the county right of way for Highway B. The parking area is a
combination of badly deteriorated black top and ruts.
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Crab Lake Landing (949 acres, depth 80’)
Land adjacent to the existing Crab Lake landing is currently for sale which could be
used to expand parking and create a picnic area similar to Wilderness Park. This looks
to be worth investigating. The current landing can hold 4 vehicles with trailers.

Other Landings
Cathaline Lake-31 acres, depth 44’. The town owns an easement.
Stateline Lake-199 acres, depth 87’. There is a canoe drop for the Community Park.
Crawford Lake-25 acres. The town owns a dirt unimproved landing.
Annabelle Lake-210 acres, depth 30’. this landing has a cement pad but parking is a
problem. There are 3 parking spaces but they aren’t large enough for a vehicle with a
trailer. For a vehicle with a trailer, the only parking would be on the grass. Acquired from
Vilas County in 1995.
Lynx Lake-339 acres depth 48’. This is a very small landing with no parking. Has a new
pier. If one boat is put in there would not be room for a second. There is no signage
about its existence on highway B and no directional signs indicating how to get to it.
Mud Lake-13 acres, depth 41’. No landing but does have a fishing pier.
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DNR Owned Boat Landings
The following public access points to water bodies are owned and maintained by the
DNR.
• Anne Lake-37 acres. A trail leads to the lake and is used heavily for portaging
canoes.
• Blue Bill Lake-19 acres, depth 41‘. Undeveloped landing.
• Big Lake-850 acres, depth 65’. Campground, beach, and improved landing.
• Little Crab-78 acres, depth 26’. Improved landing.
• Horsehead-234 acres, depth 24’. Improved ADA accessible landing.
• Mabel-18 acres, depth 22’. Improved landing.
• Oxbow Lake-511 acres, depth 44’. Improved landing.
• Papoose Lake-428 acres, depth 65’. Improved landing.
• Red Bass-28 acres, depth 22’. Unimproved landing.
• Round-118 acres, depth 25’. Improved landing
• Van Vliet Lake-220 acres, depth 13’. Improved ADA accessible landing
• Wildcat-305 acres, depth 38’. Improved landing

Snowmobile Trails
There are 39.5 miles of funded snow mobile trails in the area and about another 10 that
are unfunded. The local snowmobiling group is called the Sno Bunnies and has a
membership of around 200.
For snowmobiling, the quality of the trails is critical. Poorly groomed trails=fewer riders
and there are now color-coded maps that tell snowmobilers the condition of the trails in
real time. Presque Isle has 2 groomers and grooms 7 days/week so our reputation for
trail quality is excellent.
It’s difficult to determine how much snowmobiling contributes to the local economy and
it varies substantially with the weather, but no doubt it is significant.
The only project the Sno Bunnies are currently planning is replacing the top decking on
the bridge going back to the Pipke Park wilderness trails. The decking project is planned
for summer of 2019.

Bike Trails
Development of bike trails is being pursued by a group called the Wilderness Pedalers.
They are working with a consulting group (MSA).

Canoe Trails
The Last Wilderness Conservation Association established 7 canoe trails in Presque
Isle. Maps and flyers of the trails are available at the Presque Isle Chamber office.
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• Presque Isle River
• Presque Isle River North
• Crab Lake to Town
• Oxbow-Annabelle-Crab
• East Branch Presque Isle River
• West Branch Presque Isle River
• Palmer-Tenderfoot & Creek

Hiking, Cross Country Skiing, Snowshoe Trails

Van Vliet Hemlocks (416 acres, it is part of the Northern Highlands American Legion
State Forest and is part of the State Natural Area).
In the fall, the Hemlocks are like walking the yellow brick road.
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Catherine Wolter Wilderness Area (2189 acres controlled by The Nature
Conservancy)
Includes 36,000 feet of shoreline on 15 undeveloped lakes. Non-motorized
boats and canoes are allowed. Fishing is catch and release only. Deer and
ruffed grouse hunting are allowed.
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